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Preface:
The Consultation Discussion Report on 18th Amendments to the Constitution of Pakistan Prepared by SINDNet, A civil Society Network of 46 allied NGOs of District Mirpurkhas, Sindh Pakistan. The Consultation discussion Report suggests, is an attempt to lead an informed debate and discussion on the further more required constitutional amendments currently passed after discussion by the Parliament of Pakistan. Committee set up recently to consider various amendments to the Constitution of Pakistan. The Civil Society be worthy of recognitions for not only their initiatives to review of the various amendments made in the 1973 Constitution, but has right to also point out the asymmetrical effects for the benefit of various stakeholders and public and media at large, on what course the amendments are necessary. 

The citizens of district Mirpurkhas and SINDNet wish to emphasise that this Consultation Discussion Report by no means represents the definitive recommendations of accurate amendments. This Consultation Discussion Report is to use for discussion and consultation by a wider group of legal and constitutional experts so as to be able to present a collective set of recommendations for the use of the Parliamentary Committee. We hope that this Consultation Discussion Report will help for further more analysis and review of Passed 18 Amendment Bill.
Acknowledgements:

SINDNet would like to acknowledge the financial support provided by the SDPD, a Project of UNDP Pakistan Office for arranging the Consultative Discussions to put in order a Report.
Disclaimer
Different points of views and statements expressed in this Report belong to the SINDNet Mirpurkhas. Furthermore, the opinions, findings and conclusions or recommendations expressed in this Report are voices and reflections of the experts, stakeholder, civil society members and intellectuals of district Mirpurkhas.
Chairman,

SINDNet

Mirpurkhas
12 July 2010
Profile of District Mirpurkhas:
History:

After the capture of Sindh by the British, they created Thar and Parkar District in Southeastern Sindh for administrative purposes. Later, after the creation of Pakistan, some area on the northern side was detached from the original Tharparkar District and named Sanghar District. Later, due to political and administrative reasons, the remaining part of Tharparkar was divided again into three more districts: (1) Mirpurkhas District (with headquarters at Mirpurkhas), (2) Tharparkar District (with headquarters at Mithi) and (3) Umerkot District. Mirpurkhas District derives its name from the town of Mirpurkhas, founded by Mir Ali Murad Talpur in 1806.
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Socio – Demographic Background of the District:
Pakistan is divided into four provinces viz. Sindh, Balochistan, Khyber Pakhtunkhawa (Old North West Frontier Province) and Punjab read more Each Province is further divided into districts. There are 16 districts in Sindh, 26 in Balochistan, 24 in Khyber Pakhtunkhawa (Old NWFP) and 34 districts in Punjab.
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Mirpurkhas lies in the southern part of the Sindh province and shares a Western border with Hyderabad, to the North is Sanghar and Umerkot in the East with Tharpakrar and South with Badin and Tharparkar. 
Mirpurkhas district has a population of 1004600. 
The district is comprised of six Talukas/Tehsils Mirpurkhas, Digri, Sindhri, Hussain Bux Mari, Jhudo and Kot Ghulam Mohammed. There are 41 Union Councils at district and out of that 28 are rural. 74.54 % of the population lives in the rural areas. Most people in the Mirpurkhas district speak Sindhi but there is a significant Urdu speaking community, New Sindhi or the immigrants from India who came in 1947. As per the census of Pakistan 1998, following are the demographic figures of the district:
Description/Parameters:

a. Total Population:
1004600

b. Urban Population:
255681

c. Rural Population:
748919

d. Male Population:
492254

e. Female Population:
512346

f. Gender Ratio:

49:51%

g. Growth Rate:

         3.22%
h. Literacy Rate Male:

31%
i. Literacy Rate Female:
9%
j. Total Villages:

2031

k. Registered Villages:

490

l. Unregistered Villages:
1541

Religion:
a) Islam: 


86.37%
b) Hinduism: 

12.73%
c) Christianity:

 0.50%
d) Ahmadiyya: 

0.27%
e) Others: 

0.12%

Economy, Trade and industry of the District:

According to the poverty assessment of Asian Development Bank (ADB), 82% of the population is living under the poverty line. According to the independent sources, the literacy ratio is 30-35% at the district and the ratio is worst among the women. Almost 70% of the population at the district is engaged with agriculture sector. The economy of the district basically depends upon the agriculture. The main crops of the district are sugarcane, cotton, red chili, onion, vegetables etc. There are four Sugar Mills at the district. The agriculture sector is badly affected by the shortage of irrigation water and drought during last few years. The poverty in the rural areas is increasing day by day as mentioned earlier.

Its soil is fertile and it is very popular for its mango cultivation. Nowadays, however, the area is much known its mango produce. The District seeks pleasure in declaring having 250 different varieties of mangoes, of which the most famous variety is the *Sindhri Amb* literally the mango from Sindh. The District boasts its mango products at an annual harvest festival showcasing its world-renowned produce.
Geography: 

Lying on the Let Wah Canal at 25°31′39.3″N 69°00′50.6″E, Mirpurkhas is the gateway to the south-eastern edge of the Sindh province. It connects to Hyderabad at 65-kilometres by both road and rail while with Umerkot it connects only by road. Karachi is 220-kilometres south-west to the town. On the extreme east lies the Indian border at 170-kilometres.

Historical Places:
1. Chitorri - Historical graveyard with many sandstone tombs of Talpur rulers 

2. Kahu-Jo-Darro - Ancient Buddhist archaeological site 

3. Aamri jo Mukaam - Graveyard,near kot jan muhammad 

4. Grohar Sharif - The Shrine of Faqir Abdul Raheem Grohiri Mangrio 

Communications:

Mirpurkhas is again a centre of attention. After 40 years a railway link between Pakistan and India is being opened again. A broad gauge line has been laid from Mirpurkhas to Khokra Par, which is the border town from Pakistani Side. The new link now connects Karachi (Pakistan) to Jodhpur (India) by the new train service Thar Express.
Profile of the SINDNet Mirpurkhas:

SINDNet - Mps. is an issue based Civil Society Network of 46 allied NGOs in district Mirpurkhas, working for its development, advocacy, awareness, and for uplift the average life here. It established in 2000 after successfully completion of DPM Graduate Training from SPO, Hyderabad. Due to the allied of registered NGOs, SINDNet, Mps. is an unregistered Issue Based Network of NGOs.

SINDNet has done several programs for awareness and promotions on district based issues. It has also made possible to create harmony and a peaceful, accessible atmosphere in the society such as every one can happily spent life and steps for development can be taken well. SINDNet arranged several lecture Programs, debates, Discussions, Seminars and Dialogue Programs for understanding the national and international current issues. Recently, a series of the Stakeholders Meetings was held for the overseeing Education and Health Department of district Mirpurkhas. In the last quarter of 2009, the lecture Program of Mr. Zameer Ghumro (Barrister and Economist of Sindh) has successfully delivered the real and actual knowledge among the peoples of Mirpurkhas. All Parties Conference was held for retaining the political scenario balanced. The dialogue Program of Dr. Mir Aalam Marri was arranged with the aimed to overcome the gap of political leadership and interest in peoples. This helped in increase of political interest among younger and some like trained the common political workers in real, sincere and genuine politics.

And the “Musical Holi Night Show” arranged by SINDNet with Hindu Community retain a balance situation in the district as a big disturbance on the basis of religious facts was blocked. In achievement of the program, the peace, harmonization and synchronization level maintained well. The last “Classical Musical Night Show” was successfully arranged with the aimed to create a constructive approach in younger and safe them from involving in negative activities. The cultural Stall was held for promotions of district’s skilled persons.

Besides these activities, protests against the shortage of water and black-marketing of urea, pesticide & agricultural chemicals were successfully done and achieved the goals. Several Seminars and Dialogue programs arranged with survey and real figure and facts in promoting the agriculture sector. 

For holding programs and activities, SPO – Hyderabad is jointly and continuously supporting us. SPO – Hyderabad is not only supporting but also made possible for SINDNet to attend several training programs and participations in local and national conferences.

As SINDNet is busy increasing the developing and constructive approaches in the district Mirpurkhas, where problems are solving through consultations and discussions with district’s respected cerebral minds and local habitants.
Introduction of Subjected Matter: 

Preamble:

The reason for this Consultative Discussion Report is to inform all the expects and views of district Mirpurkhas made for the 18th amendment to the Constitution of Pakistan that it will lead to inform debits and discussions that may prove some help for the parliamentarians and may be for parliamentary Committee for considerations of amendments in the Constitution of Pakistan.
The Report is mainly focused on the Needs of the Amendments, Provincial Autonomy, Concurrent List, Generals Zia’s and Musharraf’s Constitutional revivals through orders, Presidency and the Power of President. Subject matter
The 1973 Constitution:

The 1973 Constitution was passed and enacted on 14th April 1973 by the legislative Constituent Assembly. It  comprised  as  its  pre-amble  the  Objectives Resolution  passed  by  the  first  Constituent  Assembly  in 1949  and  included,  at  that  time,  280  Articles  and  6 Schedules.  Power to amend the Constitution was contained in its Article 239. As originally enacted the Constitution could be amended by the affirmative vote of two-thirds of the total membership of the  National Assembly  and  a  majority,  not  two-thirds,  of  the  total membership of the Senate. Alteration in the territorial limits of  a  Province  required,  in  addition  to  the  above,  the affirmative vote of two-thirds of the total membership of the Assembly  of  that  province.  The original Article was substituted by the present one bearing the same number through General Zia-ul-Haq’s Revival of the Constitution Order 14 of 1985 after which any amendment requires the affirmative vote of two-thirds of the total membership of the Senate also. Order 14 of 1985 was ratified/ validated by the 8th Amendment passed by Parliament later that year. 
Reference of Previous Amendments:
During the last 36 years there have been 17 Amendments to the Constitution. Some of these amendments, especially the 8th and the 17th, amended with several articles. There has been some comment lately of a return to the original Constitution. This appears impractical for more than one reason. The Constitution is a living document which needs periodic amendment to meet ever-changing social, economic and political challenges. India has amended its Constitution many more times than we have. Some of the changes made by us since 1973 have been positive in nature while others have had a negative impact made by the orders of dictators. Further amendments should focus on strengthening the democratic institutional framework of the state. Only those previous changes should be targeted for omission, which tend to weaken or negate the aspirations set out in the pre- amble to the Constitution.

Reflection of the Consultation Discussion: 
Rational:
It is essential to maintain the constitution of Pakistan with real life surviving here. It is not only 18th amendment but also whenever it needed; more amendments can be amending with the entire balanced ambiance living in Pakistan. For better harmonization, every amendment has to be discussed and circulates among the citizens it can improve the constitution well with the present conditions of living hood in all the fields of life. 

With such a context, SINDNet Mirpurkhas came in action when the 18th amendment was proclaimed. After Several discussions and meetings, SINDNet Mirpurkhas decided to open the forum discussion among the civil society of district Mirpurkhas.
Recital & Arrangements:
The Consultation Discussion concerning the 18th Amendment to the Constitution of Pakistan was held on the day of Sunday, Dated 11th July – 2010 with time of 11:30am to 4:00pm at the Conference Hall, City Centre Hotel, Mirpurkhas. The Consultation Discussion was attended by an expert, one facilitator and several other activists, district’s political personalities, and Advocates, stakeholders and media journalists. 
Sponsor:
Under the Project of “Strengthening Democracy through Parliamentary Development” (SDPD) of UNDP Pakistan, it was possible to arrange such a discussion among the civil society of district Mirpurkhas. 
Coordination:
The Institute for Social Movement Pakistan (ISM-Pak.) was coordinated providing in linkage with (SDPD) – UNDP Pakistan.
Expert:
Mr. Sikander Marri was Expert of the Consultation Discussion concerning the 18th Amendment to the Constitution of Pakistan.  He is Senior Professor in SAL Collage, Mirpurkhas. He received his B.A (Hons) and M.A English degree from the Sindh University. His Social services are remarkable for Politics and NGOs of Mirpurkhas. He is son of Professor Mr. Mittha Khan Marri (late), who was the Legendary Personality of district Mirpurkhas. 
Facilitator:
Mr. Shehzado Malik, President of ARTS Foundation paid the role of facilitator during the consultation discussion. He has a command position in facilitation of any kind of program. He is in social sector since his birth being a social sector serving family.  
A list of all the Discussion attendees with brief introduction is in Annexure – A
Session opening and induction:
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The facilitator Mr. Shehzado Malik has opened the session of the Consultation Discussion with context and briefings. He pleasantly defined the main aims and objectives of this Consultation Discussion. During entire the session, he maintained well all the spectators within the topic. 
The Discussion was demonstrative and their views for the concerned topic sectored in their vocalizations. The facilitator Mr. Shehzado Malik tried to make conclusion of every speaker at the end of the vocalizations of each speaker. 
 The Facilitator, open the session by the Expert Mr. Sikander Marri.
1. Professor Sikander Marri:
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Professor and intellectual of district Mirpurkhas first described milieu of the 18th Amendment with need and reasons in brief.  He started his comments with; 
“The worst Democracy is better than the best dictatorship”.
Comments:

· There are two ways for change, first is Parents and second is Parliament. 
· Parliament is so sacred and sacrosanct place where the fate and destiny of the Nation made through the legislations. 
For talking on the issue of 18th amendment to the Constitution of Pakistan, he said;

· The present constitution needs to change totally, because of so much addition added by dictators. 
· For the time being the practice to amend the constitution to meet ever-changing social, economic and political challenges is very essential.
· He praises on change of power towards parliament as appointing judges and others.
Suggestions:
· He has given a point for draw to close the designation of Governors as it is ineffective in democracy.

· He noticed that the article No. 6 of the Constitution need to be amend, but in the 18th amendment it neglected.

· He also suggested legislating for the political party leadership such as the “one man shown” party system can be leaving out.
· He turned the attention toward the articles of the constitution of Pakistan which classified habitant of state in different groups. The classifications on the bases of religion, race or any manner are against the human rights and civilization. 
· In the Parliament, it is a trend to go through with the words of their leaders, no any party MNA has courage to contravene as the discussion can be fair. It is point of thought, how the legislations are legislating. This kind of practice should be control through the amendments in Constitution of Pakistan.
2. MPA Madam Shamin Aara: 

Madam Shamim Aara, MPA (Women Seat) in Sindh Assembly, belongs from Pakistan Peoples Party:
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Comments:

· From the time of creation of Pakistan, Democracy has got shorter period than the dictatorships. It is the reason for periodic amendment to meet ever-changing social, economic and political challenges.
· Democracy is the only way through the Nation and Country can get Developments.
· It is proud of PPP that it given the 1973 Constitution of Pakistan.

· The founder of the present Constitution was brutally hanged out with injustice. If he was still live, Nation and Country will be more developed and renowned.

· I will steps forward in receiving all the resources for our constituency. 

· All the Political Parties supported the 18th Amendment to the Constitution of Pakistan. 
Suggestions:
· For implementation the issues received in by the 18th Amendment fairly distribute among the provinces. 
3. Mr. Taj Marri:
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Journalist and Political Leader of “AWAMI PARTY” stated the views for 18th Amendment to the Constitution of Pakistan with background of constitutional history. 

Comments:

· He welcomed the 18th Amendments.

· At the time of creation of Pakistan, no any constitute was legislated which was the main fault retaining Democracy.

· By removing the Concurrent List, provinces become more near to Autonomy.  

Suggestions: 
· In Constitution of Pakistan, it should be a real Democratic Secular Country.

· Still Constitution contains many articles of Zia’s period, have to omit to make state Democratic.

· Amend in Constitution for returning all the Natural Resources to their possessing Provinces.
4. Mr. Maqbool Khatyan:

Information Secretary, Pakistan Peoples Party district Mirpurkhas:

Comments:

· 24 Ministries are returned back to provinces in progression of 18th amendment, which were like bag-snatch from provinces. 

· There should be legislation against the detectors.

· PPP Govt. working for the better welfare of peoples of Pakistan.
5. Zulfiqar Shah:

Managing Committee member of ISM-Pak and well known Social Activist:

Comments:
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The Amount and Ministries received by provinces needs new budgeting and management for implementation.

· There is no any time frame for signing the legislated documents from Parliament to President. 

· Real democracy can usher in country when the rights of provinces are restored. 
Suggestions:

· Amend or Post an article of “Time Frame” in Constitution for legislative signatory documents and return back for implementations.

· Before any amendment, consultation with civil Society make compulsory.
6. Zeeshan Laghari:

Political Leader and Finance Secretary of SINDNet:
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Comments:

· The Autonomy of the provinces is not cleared by 18th amendment. 

· Time arisen to check and make accountability between provinces.

· Federation stands on the behalf on Provinces, the possessor of all the resources are provinces, on what account Federal Govt. was and is running Development Ministries?

· Sindhi peoples have been subjected to such a large scale atrocities that they have lost how to live happy life.

Suggestions: 

· Possibilities and assurance needed for certain state of conditions, because of unsatisfied and unpractical past of the country towards provinces.
7. Advocate Iqbal Rind:

Advocate and Leader of “AWAMI TEHREEK” have comments against the 18th Amendment to the Constitution of Pakistan stated as;

Comments: 
· [image: image21.jpg]


Most of the formats of 18th Amendment consist on discriminations.

· Present Assembly has no mended for amendments and legislations.

· We are only looking the charming of 24 Ministries and 224-AARBs Rupees, only it is not the rights of all the four provinces.

· According to present 18th Amendment, if clash occur between provinces, Federal Govt. will get recompense.

· Basic issues of citizen are not solved in 18th Amendment. 

Suggestions:

· Sustain the Resolutions of Pakistan passed in 1940.
8. Advocate Kanji Rano Bheel:

Advocate and member of Mirpurkhas Action Committee reserved his comments and suggestions as;
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Comments:

· The implementations of 18th Amendment are looking uncertain due to the bureaucracy of Pakistan.

· Some of the Autonomy of provinces provided, making since of autonomy still remaining. 

Suggestions: 
· At Provincial Level, to formulate a Committee consists on retried judges for monitoring all the implementations.
9. Mr. Ajaz Ali Babur:
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Concerned with Education Department District Mirpurkhas and a Social Worker said the media; especially print media can’t tend the attention of peoples toward the interest of 18th Amendment to Constitution of Pakistan. His views and suggestions mentioned in this consultation discussion are;

Comments:

· 18th amendment is a constructive approach.

· It is appreciative that the members of National Assembly are legislating in unusual situations of country. 

· It is first time in the history of Pakistan that President transferred all the powers to Parliament.

· It is also appreciative that Ptthan got an identity with their land. 

· The business of Federal Govt. is depending on the business of Provinces.

· Change needs time, in Pakistan it is overcoming slowly.

Suggestions:

· He is also affirmative with formation of commission for monitoring the implementations of 18th Amendments.
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Madam Shaheen Arain:

Political Leader, PML(N), District Mirpurkhas, with a short introduction she only suggested;

Suggestions: 
· We have to use our resources and need to increase the use of human resources. Her views and suggestions are;

11. Mr. Majid Maqsood:
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Representing from Sindh Education Foundation (SEF), Mirpurkhas has made views and suggestions as;

Comments:

· In the past, implementation was weak, the resultants achieved by the provinces after the 18th Amendment needs to be implement fairly.

· The 24 Ministries subtitled for provinces are extra burden of provinces.

Suggestions:

· 224-AARBs Rupees need fair and transparent budgeting.

12. Mr. Shafquat Laghari:
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Nationalist Political worker of JSQM and a Social Activist;

Comments:

· 18th Amendment is just like a Plastic Fruit on which we can make several discussions and debates, but cant achieved any proceedings. 

· Province Punjab is the main hurdle; Sindh can’t get any incentives by this constitution of Pakistan ever in past and present.
13. Mr. Taj Muhammad Rind:

Social worker, Sindh Graduate Association (SGA) district Mirpurkhas:

Comments:
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It is grateful that the Concurrent List died in the course of the 18th Amendment.

· As 224-AARBs Rupees declared for the provinces and are in pipeline, but the notification for the said amount got in falsification and forgery. At a point of order in Sindh Assembly, it was discussed.

· Here in the presence of MPA, PPP workers shouting PPP slogans, but the state authority is not doing justice with the blood of Bainazeer Bhutto. How the management for 24 Ministries and 224-AARBs Rupees can be manage?
Suggestions:

· To form a Committee which liable to monitor all the implementations received in 18th Amendments and responsible to produced Monthly Reports.
14. Mr. Asghar Narejo:
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Chairman of C.A.U.S.E, and political influenced Social worker, pointed out some outflow of 18th Amendment and provided comments and suggestions as;
Comments: 
· The 18th Amendment done but implementations of said amendments are still in question mark. 
· Bureaucracy is the main hurdle in implementing the changes.

· The Sindh is earning 800-AARBs Rupees, in return what it receiving? It is just like alms and charity for the Sindh.  
Suggestions:

· Legislate and make necessary amendments for religion free constitution of the Pakistan. 
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Madam Nusrat:

Social Worker from Tando Jan Muhammd, (a Town of District Mirpurkhas) specified her views as;
Comments:

· Every Country facing changes, it is positive to retain the Constitution according with the changes made in country.

· Most of us are greedy; we try to retain hurdles in implementing these amendments. We should have to be sincere with our nation and country.

Suggestions:

· Besides legislations, the local govt. Elections has to be done as soon as possible as it is the basic unit of democracy.
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By Alivan Bhatt
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Mr. Shair Muhammad Solangi:

Social Activist, Member of SINDNet and General Secretary RSDO Mps.

Comments:

· Constitutional Amendments are welcomed. It is obligatory for the time being.
· There is Article No. 6 in the Constitution of Pakistan, but not seemed enacted in our daily life. It is confusion and perplexity that 18th amendment may also be formed the same.
· Two hundred and fifty thousand (Two and half lack) Employees are also burden of expenditures on provinces which received with 24 Ministries. And most of the 80% employees belongs Punjab because of Federal Govt.
· It is appreciative that at least Federal Govt. tends to returned back the 50% Natural Resources to the provinces.
Suggestions:

· Create a Commission which resolves the problems arisen with 24 Ministries.

· In CCI, fasten a rule which abide that Chairman should not be select from the province where Prim-Minister belongs.

· Civil Society needs to form a forum for monitoring all the activities done under the circumstances of 18th Amendment. 
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Mr. Parvaiz Hyder:

He is a Social Activist and Representing from SSWA-Pak Mirpurkhas.
Comments:

· We have seen MNAs and MPAs, what they are doing in favor of us. And what their Secretaries are assisting them, their alls efforts are against the required needs of the Nation. 
· There is no Monitoring System in any of Department who actually paying deities with devotions of Nation. 
Suggestions:

· Media should be positive regarding peoples interest.
· New Budgeting be prepare in receiving with the amount of 224-AARBs Rupees declared for the provinces in 18th Amendment.
Pre-Interviewed Sessions:
01.  Chairman SINDNet Mirpurkhas:
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Mr. Zahoor Laghari: Chairman SINDNet Mr. Zahoor Laghari has welcomed and thanked all the guests and participants. He said that for better Development, Spirited Nations are making changes. Change must be Positive and in balanced with demand of the peoples. In the 18th amendment, the autonomy of provinces and regarding financial distribution among the provinces i.e NFC are not made as good as the peoples of provinces are demanding. Through my point of view, the main amendment should has to be amend is the article No. 2 of constitution, which about the religious state. Religion is an act and behavior relating with peoples only, whereas the state and entire materialistic items has no any relation with any religion. State should be separate by the religion. At present only two countries are created in the name of religion, one Israel and other Pakistan. For amending the article No. 2 of constitution, many peoples has protested and demanded. Several Civil Societies and NGOs has activated campaigns concerning the amendment, but no one hear the voice of several peoples and created an own wished amendment. It is against the current demand of peoples.

More he added, at the ruling over time of Zia-ul-haque, several disputed Islamic changes made in the constitution which now needed to make them realistic. If any Change will not make in time of demand and will be done after spending needed time, those were often proved hazardous for the Country. As like in the USSR, the Peoples demanding change was not made in time, made after spending time created the demolition of their country.
Watch Comments of Zahoor Laghari at:

(If online: CTRL + Click to view recorded movie)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zw12VjVs3kk&feature=related
02.  Secretary Research SINDNet Mirpurkhas:
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Mr. Mukhtar Ahmed Ghishkori: An Activist and Secretary Research Mr. Mukhtar Ahmed Ghishkori  said that in the 18th Amendment the president will have no option to change any such proposal sent to him by the government for his signatures but there are fears in some cases where he will not be on the same page with the prime minister, he may delay signing the recommendations as the Constitution even after the constitutional amendment proposed by the Rabbani committee did not specify timeframes to do certain things. This provides a room to the president to sit over the proposals and may not show the urgency like the government would have in doing certain things.
03.  Secretary Capacity Building SINDNet Mirpurkhas:
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Mr. Mumtaz Jarwar: Secretary Capacity Building of SINDNet Mr. Jarwar said in relation of 18th Amendment, our Nationalists have their own separate point of view and they often stag in those issues which were happened in the past. They retain themselves away from peoples or masses. They are not in the parliament, if they be a part of the parliament and can perform any morality or can suggest their deeds and demands or can present any proposal, but not going through the parliament. They not proved any small amount of majority in the parliament or any other place. Even their message also can’t take place in any rolling of the parliament. 

Concerning the 18th Amendment, we can’t go away relating it with the bureaucracy and negative role of media. Through the media most of issues created and make them doubtful and uncertain. In my point of view, the issue of 18th Amendment is not a hazardous or very hard which can create difficulty and troubles and take it under the deliberations, spaced out the peoples from basic problems. In a question he said the 18th Amendment yet need to be more reliable. It should have been amend after the coordination with researchers, civil society and related personalities. It is not to say that the 18th Amendment is totally wrong or reject able.
Watch Comments of Mumtaz Jarwar at:

(If online: CTRL + Click to view recorded movie)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GlzV7Y9dTnc&feature=related
4.  Legal Advisor SINDNet Mirpurkhas:
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Advocate Mr. Ghulam Nabi: Legal Advisor of SINDNet, Activist and member of DBA Mirpurkhas first thanked SINDNet and said that there is an article of constitution which tells that what are our responsibilities and rights. And it is for Legislative Committee to inform right way of amendments. As some of dictators comes ruler to amends the constitution in only their ways. It is major responsibility of our parliamentarians that they make amends according with the demands, needs and voices of peoples. Concerning the 18th amendment, it’s mostly containing the parts which Musharraf bent through the 17th amendments such as need of emergency, seats allocations in parliament and others. In this 18th amendment all of those abandoned. In Sindh, Nationalists has many objections and doubts, yes these are present. In creation of Pakistan, the Nationalists were positive but Federal Govt. of Pakistan can’t implement the promises of 1935, 1937 and 1940. The 18th Amendment has been challenged in court, it is very good chance for the Nationalists to protest against it and challenged those articles on which they have objections and doubts.
Watch Comments of Ghulam Nabi at:

(If online: CTRL + Click to view recorded movie)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bhK_sthtBDk&feature=related
Resultant: (Achievements)

01.  Comments: 

The Consultation Discussion has many Comments with different Points of Views for the issue of 18th Amendment and its Implementations.

Concerning the 18th Amendments and its implementations, if we place all of these comments under the issues required by the Nation, it will be clearer to define the “Point of View” from the Civil Society of District Mirpurkhas 

1. General Comments:

Positive:

· For the time being the practice to amend the constitution to meet ever-changing social, economic and political challenges is very essential.

· 18th amendment is a constructive approach.

· Constitutional Amendments are welcomed. It is obligatory for the time being.

· Change needs time, in Pakistan it is overcoming slowly.
· It is proud of PPP that it given the 1973 Constitution of Pakistan.

Negative:

· 18th Amendment is just like a Plastic Fruit on which we can make several discussions and debates, but cant achieved any proceedings. 

· Most of the formats of 18th Amendment consist on discriminations.

· Basic issues of citizen are not solved in 18th Amendment. 

· In the past, implementation was weak, the resultants achieved by the provinces after the 18th Amendment needs to be implement fairly.

· At the time of creation of Pakistan, no any constitute was legislated which was the main fault for retaining Democracy.

· There is Article No. 6 in the Constitution of Pakistan, but not seemed enacted in our daily life. It is confusion and perplexity that 18th amendment may also not be formed the same.
· Concerning the 18th Amendment, we can’t go away relating it with the bureaucracy and negative role of media.

2. Comments for Autonomy:

Positive:

· By removing the Concurrent List, provinces become more near to Autonomy.  

· Time arisen to check and make accountability between provinces.

· It is also appreciative that Ptthan got an identity with their land. 

· It is grateful that the Concurrent List died in the course of the 18th Amendment.
Negative:

· In Sindh, Nationalists has many objections and doubts, yes these are present. At the time of creation of Pakistan, the Nationalists were positive but Federal Govt. of Pakistan can’t implement the promises of 1935, 1937 and 1940.
· In the 18th amendment, the autonomy of provinces and regarding financial distribution among the provinces i.e NFC are not made as good as the peoples of provinces are demanding.
· Real democracy can usher in country when the rights of provinces are restored.

· The Autonomy of the provinces is not cleared by 18th amendment. 

· Sindhi peoples have been subjected to such a large scale atrocities that they have lost how to live happy life.

· Some of the “Autonomy” of provinces afford in 18th Amendment, but making the since of autonomy still remaining. 

· Province Punjab is the main hurdle; Sindh can’t get any incentives by this constitution of Pakistan ever in past and never at present.

· The Sindh is earning 800-AARBs Rupees, in return what it receiving? It is just like alms and charity for the Sindh.  

3. Comments for Ministries:

Positive:

· 24 Ministries are returned back to provinces in progression of 18th amendment, which were like bag-snatch from provinces. 

· The Amount and Ministries received by provinces needs new budgeting and management for implementation.
Negative:

· We are only looking the charming of 24 Ministries and 224-AARBs Rupees, only it is not the rights of all the four provinces.

· The 24 Ministries subtitled for provinces are extra burden of provinces.

· As 224-AARBs Rupees declared for the provinces and are in pipeline, but the notification for the said amount got in falsification and forgery. At a point of order in Sindh Assembly, it was also discussed. How it could be applied fairly and transparently for the development of peoples?
· Two hundred and fifty thousand (Two and half lack) Employees are also burden of expenditures on provinces which received with 24 Ministries. And most of the 80% employees belongs Punjab because of Federal Govt.
4. Comments for President Power & Presidency:

Positive:

· It is first time in the history of Pakistan that President transferred all the powers to Parliament.
Negative:

· In the 18th Amendment, the president will have no option to change any such proposal sent to him by the government for his signatures but there are fears in some cases where he will not be on the same page with the prime minister, he may delay signing the recommendations as the Constitution even after the constitutional amendment proposed by the Rabbani committee did not specify timeframes to do certain things.
5. Comments for Federation:

Positive:
· It is appreciative that at least Federal Govt. tends to returned back the 50% Natural Resources to the provinces.
· The business of Federal Govt. is depending on the business of Provinces.
Negative:

· According to present 18th Amendment, if clash occur between provinces, Federal Govt. will get recompense.
· Federation stands on the behalf on Provinces, the possessor of all the resources are provinces, on what account Federal Govt. was and is running Development Ministries?
6. Comments for Business of Parliament:

Positive:
· There is no any time frame for signing the legislated documents from Parliament to President. 

· It is appreciative that the Members of National Assembly is legislating in unusual situations of country. 

· There are two ways for change first is Parents and second is Parliament. 

· Parliament is so sacred and sacrosanct place where the fate and destiny of the Nation made through the legislations. 
Negative:

· Present Assembly has no mended for amendments and legislations.
7. Comments for Democracy or Dictatorship:

Positive:
· From the time of creation of Pakistan, Democracy has got shorter period than the Dictatorships. It is the reason for periodic amendment to meet ever-changing social, economic and political challenges.
Negative:

· The present Constitution needs to change totally, because of so much addition added by dictators. 

· There should be legislation against the Dictators.

· At the ruling over time of Zia-ul-haque, several disputed Islamic changes made in the constitution which now needs to be amending and to make them realistic.
Resultant: (Achievements)
02.  Suggestions: 
The Consultant Discussion has many Suggestions with different Points of Views for the issue of 18th Amendment and its Implementations.

On analyzing the Suggestions, it will be clearer to define that What the Civil Society of District Mirpurkhas has suggested: 

1. General Suggestions:
· The article No. 2 of Constitution should have to be amended which is about the religious state.

· In Constitution of Pakistan, it should be a real Democratic Secular Country.

· Legislate and make necessary amendments for religion free constitution of the Pakistan. 
· Omit all those articles of the constitution of Pakistan which classified habitant of state in different groups. The classifications on the bases of religion, race or any manner are against the human rights and civilization. 

· Civil Society needs to form a forum for monitoring all the activities done under the circumstances of 18th Amendment. 

· Before any amendment, consultation with civil Society make compulsory.

· In Future, the amendments should have amended after the coordination with researchers, civil society and related personalities with allowing a clear time and advertisement. 

· Legislating for the political party leadership such as the “One Man Shown” party system can be leaving out.

· Besides legislations, the local govt. Elections has to be done as soon as possible because it is the basic unit of Democracy.
2. Suggestions for Autonomy:
· Sustain the Resolutions of Pakistan passed in 1940.
· The 18th Amendment has been challenged in court, it is very good chance for the Nationalists to protest against it and challenged those articles on which they have objections and doubts.
· Amend in Constitution for returning all the Natural Resources to their possessing Provinces.

· Possibilities and assurance needed for certain state of conditions, because of unsatisfied and unpractical past of Federation for provinces.

· At Provincial Level, to formulate a Committee consists on retried judges for monitoring all the implementations.

· To form a Committee which liable to monitor all the implementations received in 18th Amendments and responsible to produced Monthly Reports.
3. Suggestions for Ministries:

· Create an Article to close the designation of Governors as it is ineffective in Democracy.

· 224-AARBs Rupees need fair and transparent budgeting.
· Create a Commission which resolves the problems arisen with 24 Ministries.
4. Suggestions for President Power & Presidency:

· Amend or Post an article of “Time Frame” in Constitution for legislative signatory documents and return back for implementations.
5. Suggestions for Federation:

· Possibilities and assurance needed for certain state of conditions, because of unsatisfied and unpractical past of Federation for provinces.

6. Suggestions for Business of Parliament:

· In the Parliament, it is a trend to go through with the words of their leaders, no any party MNA has courage to contravene as the discussion can be fair. It is point of thought, how the legislations are legislating. This kind of practice should be control through the amendments in Constitution of Pakistan.

· In CCI, fasten a rule which abide that Chairman should not be select from the province where Prim-Minister belongs.

7. Suggestions for Democracy/Dictatorship:

· Still Constitution contains many articles of Zia’s period, have to omit to make state Democratic.
 Conclusion:

 SINDNet Mirpurkhas:
The Civil Society of Mirpurkhas is active and attentive. Feedback and reactions concerning 18th Amendment to the Constitution of Pakistan are healthy and demonstrate well.

Overall, every one welcomed the 18th Amendments. Civil Society of Mirpurkhas emphasized on consultation before the Legislation or any Amendment. More Autonomy of the Provinces demanded. Put pressure on for legislation to return all the Natural Resources to the Possessing Province. State should be free from religion. There is no limit of time or “Time Frame” in the 18th Amendment for signatory legislated documents, it can create gap between Parliament and Presidency. There is needed to form a Commission for monitoring all the implementations received by Provinces. Present budget of Provinces disturbed, require new budgeting. In general, relief should be relocating at the roots of Democracy. 

Attachments:
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Consultation Discussion’s Press News:
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Consultation Discussion’s Press News:
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