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Parliament of Pakistan recently (April 2010) passed 18th amendment that guarantees federal parliamentary system and reduced presidential powers, giving provinces more autonomy, reduces federal list of law making.
Report of Dialogue Program, relating to 18th Amendment in the Constitution of Pakistan. 
Held on 15th June 2010, at the Venue of SINDNet Office, Mirpurkhas with Collaboration of Straighten Participatory Organization (SPO) Hyderabad.

Report of Dialogue Program, Relating to 18th Amendment in the Constitution of Pakistan:
Introduction of SINDNet - Mirpurkhas:

SINDNet - Mps. is an issue Based Network of 46 allied NGOs in district Mirpurkhas, working for its development, advocacy, awareness, and for uplift the average life here. It established in 2000 after successfully completion of DPM Graduate Training from SPO, Hyderabad. Due to the allied of registered NGOs, SINDNet, Mps. is an unregistered Issue Based Network of NGOs. 

Coherent for the Report:

According to a report:
Pakistan is suffering with number of social, political, and economic problem. Pakistan is experiencing unwanted growth.  While projections indicate that the population growth rate of Pakistan may actually be decreasing, those same projections also predict that by the year 2050 Pakistan will have assumed its place as the third most populated nation in the world.  A rapidly growing population, along with political tensions, both internal and external, and an economy trapped in a cycle of debt, all serve to prevent Pakistan from attaining the progress it needs to advance, and perhaps to survive. 
In the light of above report, it is necessary to maintain the constitution of Pakistan with real life surviving here. It is not only 18th amendment but also whenever it needed; more amendments can be amending with the entire balanced ambiance living in Pakistan. For better harmonization, every amendment has to be discussed and circulates among the citizens it can improve the constitution well with the present conditions of living hood in all the fields of life. 
With such a context, SINDNet Mirpurkhas came in action when the 18th amendment was proclaimed. After Several discussions and meetings, SINDNet Mirpurkhas decided to open the forum discussion among the civil society of district Mirpurkhas.  
Recital of the Report:

The Dialogue Program relating to the 18th Amendment in the Constitution of Pakistan was held on the day of Tuesday, Dated 15th June – 2010 with time of 11:30am to 4:00pm at the Office of SINDNet, Mirpurkhas. The Dialogue Program was attended by activists, District’s Political personalities, Advocates, stakeholders and media journalists.  

The Dialogue Program, Relating to 18th Amendment in the Constitution of Pakistan:
Reflection:

Session opening and induction:

The Chairman/Coordinator of SINDNet Mr. Zahoor Laghari has opened the session of dialogue Program with context and briefings. 
Speakers of the Dialogue Program:


 Basically, the Dialogue Program is to collect the suggestions from civil society and inform the higher authority for better legislations. Due to the unavailability of current published information and knowledge about 18th amendment, for speakers it was seemed hard to fluently speak.   
Mr. Zahoor Laghari: Chairman SINDNet Mr. Zahoor Laghari has welcomed and thanked all the guests and participants. He said that for better Development, Spirited Nations are making changes. Change must be Positive and in balanced with demand of the peoples. In the 18th amendment, the autonomy of provinces and regarding financial distribution among the provinces i.e NFC are not made as good as the peoples of provinces are demanding. Through my point of view, the main amendment should has to be amend is the article No. 2 of constitution, which about the religious state. Religion is an act and behavior relating with peoples only, whereas the state and entire materialistic items has no any relation with any religion. State should be separate by the religion. At present only two countries are created in the name of religion, one Israel and other Pakistan. For amending the article No. 2 of constitution, many peoples has protested and demanded. Several Civil Societies and NGOs has activated campaigns concerning the amendment, but no one hear the voice of several peoples and created an own wished amendment. It is against the current demand of peoples.
More he added, at the rolling over time of Zia-ul-haque, several disputed Islamic changes made in the constitution which now needed to make them realistic. If any Change will not make in time of demand and will be done after spending needed time, those were often proved hazardous for the Country. As like in the USSR, the Peoples demanding change was not made in time, made after spending time created the demolition of their country.
Watch Comments of Zahoor Laghari at:

(If online: CTRL + Click to view recorded movie)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zw12VjVs3kk&feature=related
Mr. Mukhtar Ahmed Ghishkori: An Activist and Secretary Research Mr. Mukhtar Ahmed Ghishkori  said that in the 18th Amendment the president will have no option to change any such proposal sent to him by the government for his signatures but there are fears in some cases where he will not be on the same page with the prime minister, he may delay signing the recommendations as the Constitution even after the constitutional amendment proposed by the Rabbani committee did not specify timeframes to do certain things. This provides a room to the president to sit over the proposals and may not show the urgency like the government would have in doing certain things.
Mumtaz Jarwar: Secretary Capacity Building of SINDNet Mr. Jarwar said in relation of 18th Amendment, our Nationalists have their own separate point of view and they often stag in those issues which were happened in the past. They retain themselves away from peoples or masses. They are not in the parliament, if they be a part of the parliament and can perform any morality or can suggest their deeds and demands or can present any proposal, but not going through the parliament. They not proved any small amount of majority in the parliament or any other place. Even their message also can’t take place in any rolling of the parliament. 
Concerning the 18th Amendment, we can’t go away relating it with the bureaucracy and negative role of media. Through the media most of issues created and make them doubtful and uncertain. In my point of view, the issue of 18th Amendment is not a hazardous or very hard which can create difficulty and troubles and take it under the deliberations, spaced out the peoples from basic problems. In a question he said the 18th Amendment yet need to be more reliable. It should have been amend after the coordination with researchers, civil society and related personalities. It is not to say that the 18th Amendment is totally wrong or reject able. 
Watch Comments of Mumtaz Jarwar at:

(If online: CTRL + Click to view recorded movie)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GlzV7Y9dTnc&feature=related
Ghulam Nabi: Advocate, Activist and member of DBA Mirpurkhas first thanked SINDNet and said that there is an article of constitution which tells that what are our responsibilities and rights. And it is for Legislative Committee to inform right way of amendments. As some of dictators comes ruler to amends the constitution in only their ways. It is major responsibility of our parliamentarians that they make amends according with the demands, needs and voices of peoples. Concerning the 18th amendment, it’s mostly containing the parts which Musharraf bent through the 17th amendments such as need of emergency, seats allocations in parliament and others. In this 18th amendment all of those abandoned. In Sindh, Nationalists has many objections and doubts, yes these are present. In creation of Pakistan, the Nationalists were positive but Federal Govt. of Pakistan can’t implement the promises of 1935, 1937 and 1940. The 18th Amendment has been challenged in court, it is very good chance for the Nationalists to protest against it and challenged those articles on which they have objections and doubts. At the end of Dialogue Program, the Lunch with cold drink was served to all the attendees of the Program. Overall, The Dialogue Program proved that there is a gap between peoples and Government.  
Watch Comments of Ghulam Nabi at:

(If online: CTRL + Click to view recorded movie)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bhK_sthtBDk&feature=related
-------------------------------------- (THANKS) --------------------------------------

-                     Reporting by: M. Rafique Khatri.                   
SINDNet-Mps.
Report of Dialogue Program 18th Amendment in Constitution of Pak, Dated: 15th June 2010.
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